
 

Patron Saint: Persecuted Christians, Children, 
Adolescents and Sahuayo 

St. José Luis Sánchez del Río was born on March 28, 1913 in 
Sahuayo, Michoacán, Mexico as the third of four children 
in his family. José loved his faith and grew up with a strong 
devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

José was 12-years-old when the 
Cristero War began in Mexico. 
During this time, the Mexican 
government wanted to extinguish 
the influence of the Catholic 
Church throughout the country. 
They started executing priests, 
seizing the Catholic Church's 
property, and closing religious 
schools and convents, in 
accordance with anti-clerical laws 
that were written into the 

Mexican Constitution. 

People from many of the central and western states in 
Mexico rebelled against the government in defense of the 
Catholic Church. José's brothers joined the rebel forces, but 
his mother would not allow him to participate. Prudencio 
Mendoza, the rebel general, also refused José's enlistment 
because he was too young to join the rebellion. 

But José desperately wanted to be a Cristero. He wanted 
the chance to stand up for his faith. He begged his mother 
to let him join, saying, "Mama, do not let me lose the 
opportunity to gain Heaven so easily so soon." 

The general finally allowed 
José to become the 
flagbearer of the troop. José 
was nicknamed Tarcisius 
by the Cristeros, after the 
early Christian saint 
martyred for protecting the 
Eucharist. 

On January 25, 1928, General Mendoza's horse was killed 
during heavy fighting. José gave his horse up for the general 
so that the fight could continue. José sought cover, firing at 
the enemy troops until he ran out of ammunition. 

José was ultimately captured by the government troops, 
including his own godfather, and imprisoned in the sacristy 
of the local church (the very church of his Baptism – St. 
James the Apostle in Sahuayo). During his captivity, José 
was ordered to renounce his faith in Christ. Even under the 
threat of death, José refused. 

He was forced to watch the hanging of another Cristero. 
Instead of breaking his resolve, José encouraged the man, 
telling him they would meet again soon in Heaven. 

During his time in captivity, José prayed the rosary daily 
and wrote a letter to his mother. He told her he was ready 
to fulfill the will of God. In an attempt to save him, José's 
father tried raising the funds for a ransom, but he was not 
able to do so in time.  

On February 10, 1928, after realizing they would not break 
José's faith, the government troops cut the bottom of his 
feet and forced him to walk 10 blocks around the town 
toward the cemetery. During his walk, José recited the 
rosary, prayed for his enemies, and sang songs to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, despite being cut with a machete several 
times. 

He cried out in pain, but José did not give in. They told him 
if he shouted, "Death to Christ the King," they would spare 
his life. Instead, José would shout, "I will never give in. Viva 
Cristo Rey y Santa Maria de Guadalupe!" 

Already at the cemetery, José asked: 
“Where is my plot?” as he did not want 
any of the troops to touch him. One of 
the soldiers suddenly swung his rifle 
around, breaking José’s jaw with the 
butt. Without hesitation, the soldiers 
furiously stabbed him in the neck, 
chest and the back with knives. At 
every stab, José proclaimed the name of 
Christ the King at top of his lungs, 
“Viva Cristo Rey!” 

José was dying slowly. But he still mustered enough energy 
to defy the soldiers, saying: “You have done a lot to me, but 
God still allows me [to continue]! But when I can no longer 
speak, if I wiggle my feet, that means, 'Viva Cristo Rey and 
the Virgin of Guadalupe!'" 

A federal officer approached the dying and bleeding boy on 
the ground and asked in a sarcastic tone: “What should we 
tell your father?” José answered: “That we will see each 



other in Heaven! Viva Cristo Rey! and the Virgin of 
Guadalupe.”   

Overtaken by anger, the officer grabbed his gun and shot 
José behind the ear. At the age of 14, St. José Luis Sánchez 
del Río died and won the crown of martyrdom on February 
10, 1928.   

The federals tossed the boy’s body into the grave, shoveled 
some dirt over it and left. Luis Gomez, the undertaker, 
waited for the federals to leave and immediately closed the 
gates of the cemetery. He ran to the house of Father Ignacio 
Sanchez, José's uncle, and asked the priest to give the 
martyr a Christian burial. Luis and the priest hurried back 
to the cemetery. They took José’s mangled body out of the 
grave and wrapped it in a blanket while the priest prayed 
the prayers for the dead. 

His remains are now enshrined above a side alter in the 
Church of Saint James the Apostle in his hometown, 
Sahuayo.  St. José Luis Sánchez del Río was beatified by 

Pope Benedict XVI on 
November 20, 2005 
through the Cardinal-
Prefect of the 
Congregation of the 
Causes of Saints. On 
January 21, 2016, Pope 

Francis approved a miracle attributed to him and he was 
officially canonized on October 16, 2016. 

St. José Luis Sánchez del Río is the patron saint of 
persecuted Christians, children, adolescents and Sahuayo. 
His feast day is on February 10. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=46079  

https://denvercatholic.org/st-José-de-jesus-sanchez-del-rio-boy-died-love-

christ-king/  

https://www.tfp.org/saint-José-luis-sanchez-del-rio-hero-christ-king/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplet of St. José Luis Sánchez del Río 

A Niner 

Opening Prayer on the 
Medal:  Dear Lord, Help me 
to be courageous and 
steadfast in my devotion to 
you. Help me to identify 
causes and injustices in my 
day that are worth defending 
and standing up for. Give me 

perseverance and a desire to help others at any cost. Help 
me to revere Christ as the king of my life.  Saint José 
Sánchez del Rio, pray for us. Amen. 

3 Sets of 1 Our Father, 1 Hail Mary, 1 Glory Be 

Closing Prayer on the Crucifix: Dear Lord, Help me to be 
brave and strong. Help me to pray for those who hurt me 
and those who hurt others. You are the king of my life. Help 
me to listen to you and to tell others about you.  Saint José 
Sánchez del Rio, pray for us.  Amen. 

https://www.blessedbeadsrosaries.com/jose-sanchez-del-rio-2  

 

 

Optional Additional Prayers (found on Prayer Cards):  
Saint José littlest soldier of Christ, whose last bloody steps 
brought you to the arms of our Lady and our Lord, keep 
healthy and strong the steps of our Lord’s soldiers who 
remain here on earth, so that they may have your strength 
to endure and persevere to the end. Amen. Viva Cristo Rey! 

https://cfpholyangels.com/san-jose-luis-sanchez-del-rio-prayer-card/  

 

St. José Luis Sánchez del Río, watch over, defend and 
protect all of the children whose innocence is threatened 
from all sides by evil, direct their hearts to all that is good 
and holy, and instill in their hearts a living faith and 
confidence in the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ, our King 
and Lord. Amen.  

https://www.portraitsofsaints.com/products/blessed-jose-luis-sanchez-del-

rio-holy-card?_pos=2&_sid=9cfee8d96&_ss=r  
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